MINUTES OF THE JOHN FISHER OLD BOYS' ASSOCIATION AGM

25% April 2008

Present: Simon Drury Michael Drury (Secretary)  Michael Farrin (Treasurer)

Michael Thelwell Chris Ridgers

Apologies: Maurice Reaney John Barrie Neil Ockenden John Albertini
Meeting opened at 8.30

1

Simon Drury crculated his report, The key points of which are to expand the
membership and keep in touch by email because the more people we have access to
the more we can achieve. A copy of the report is attached

Finance. Mike Farrin presented the Income & Expenditure account for the year, a copy
of which is attached and shows a surplus of £1,472. The current balance in the bank is
£4,256. There followed a discussion about what we could provide to the school that
promotes the Old Boys Assodation. Something for the library was a suggestion with a
notice that it was provided by the Old Boys. We should think about it before the next
meeting.

Membership. Mike Thelwell reported that we had 211 members, 24 prospective
members, 1 resignation, 5 deaths, 17 widows and 93 who had registered on email and
a further 2000 Old Boys who had registered on Friends Reunited. A discussion ensued
about how we contact them all. Simon is trying to work out a way of contacting them
through Friends Reunited

Election of Officers. There being no other candidates all the officers were re-elected.
There being no other business the meeting dosed at 9.15pm
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Chairman’s Report

| would not describe my first year as Chairman of the association as active. There is of course
always plenty to do but somehow very little time in which to do it so my opening remark has to
be an apology for not achieving more.

That said | must thank all the committee members and those around them who are all very
busy but still find time to ensure that their part of the association runs smoothly.

Neil Ockenden - Neil persuaded me to take on the reigns of the association and assured me
that he would stand at my side and help me through. | took him literally, pushed him in front of
me and am very grateful that he took up the challenge to continue doing most of what he did
for the old boys for years and enabling me to get away with not doing enough. Thank you Neil.

Michael Farrin — Treasurer, ensures that our finances are up to date, keeping us well informed
of the current status at each meeting.

Michael Drury (Dad) - Secretary, who keeps me vaguely in line and ensures an accurate and
timely record of every meeting.

Michael Thelwell - Membership. Mike not only keeps track of our membership, and cajoles
members into parting with their subscription but also he manages to put old boys back in touch
with each other and maintains the register of all those old boys who have registered on the
website. He does this whilst running the 30 section and ensuring that that remains a thriving
part of the association.

Duncan Ponikwer, moral support, endless humorous emails and the running of the Golf day
from this year with the help of Bob Whicher.

John Albertini - Trustee. Whilst not required to, John attends many of our meetings bringing his
experience of the old boys alongside his legal brain to help and advise us in any area we need
but particularly the lease on the clubhouse.

Maurice Reaney - last but by no means least, quite how many years Maurice has been
producing the newsletter and keeping us ali so enlightened and entertained | do not know but
it is an invaluable part of the association activity and it is a huge and time consuming
undertaking for him and we are very grateful for all he does, Thank you Maurice for all your
hard work. That said | know Maurice has not been in the best of health and | am sure he would
welcome some assistance in the coliation and production of the newsletter and it would be
great if there were any old boys out there willing to lend a hand. | would also urge you all to
send in any news worthy articles or points of interest that you believe others would want to
read about. They can be sent to newsletter@jfoba.co.uk or to me and | will ensure Maurice
receives them.



The key events in the Old Boys Calendar in 2007 were the Mass in honour of St John Fisher in
June, the Remembrance day Mass in November and the Golf Day at Knole park in September.
The School Chapel was censecrated in Janury 2008 on its 50t anniversary and Neil once again
had a huge part in the organisation of this with the school. A number of old boys were involved
in all aspects of the celebration including a number of those ordained after leaving the school.

The 30 Section held their Summer Ramble and the 30 Section Dinner preceded by the
Woodcote Trophy , all were well attended.

There was no annual dinner in 2007 and there is not one planned for 2008 but | would love to
hear feedback from anyone who feels that we should re awaken this event or hold a similar
event but perhaps in alternative format.

| think the chairman’s report has three aims, to thank all those who have contributed to the
running of the associaticn, to summarise the activities of the year which are covered far more
eloquently and in more detail by the Newsletter and lastly to layout a view of the future of the
association.

The association exists for many reasons and many people will have their own thought. | believe
the main objectives must be to provide a forum for past pupils and staff of the school to stay in
contact and share news, in addition we shouid help support the school to develop and continue
to educate and turn out boys in the tradition that we all enjoyed. In order to do this effectively
we need to increase the size of the membership and to ensure that we are reaching as many
former pupils as possible so that many can participate in events, maintain an awareness of
what is happening and most importantly of all be able to maintain or renew friendships forged
at the school.

| hope this year that we can recruit new members to the committee to assist the current
members and look to broaden our communications ensuring that many more people read
Maurice’s fantastic newsletters and provide more stories and news for both it and the web site.
We live in a time when communication is so much easier and we should use the possibilities to
the full, we send out over 200 newsletters by conventional post but | would love to see it reach
many more by email.

| hope this year, to achieve a two pronged attack on membership. We have been poor at
recruiting school leavers to the association. When we leave school there are so many cther
things that are so much more important but it is 10 and 20 years later that we realise what
good friendships we forged and it is often impossible to remake contact. If we have as many
people as possible registering with us, then we will be able to be the forum to enable that
contact. In addition | hope to write to as many old boys contacts as | can and ask them to do
the same pushing everyone to register on the web site so that we can really develop the
association.

The sports clubs have always been successful but it is when the playing stops that people drift
away, | want to give them a reason to stay. Many do not play sport at all and are lost to the
association from the moment they leave school. | would love to start 1o change that.

My thanks to everyone who has supported me and the association in the last year, | hope to
drive the association forward, grow the membership and form closer ties with the school, JFA
and the Sporting Associations at Limpsfield Road and Parsons Pightle.

Simon Drury - 25t April 2008



John Fisher Old Boys Association

Income & Expenditure Account

Income

Subscriptions

Rent

Sale of Ties
Profit(Loss) on Dinner
Donations

Expenditure

Printing ,Stationery & Advertising
Postage

‘Web Site

JFS Mass

Portrait of Headmaster

Add Balance B/F

Bank Balance at 30 September 2007

Year ended 30" September 2007

2007 2006
£ £ £
1380 1300
600 500
30 _
- (200)
320 ;
2330 1600
278 146
266 194
165 90
186 203
13 -
858 633
1472 967
2784 1817
£4256 £2784
£4256 £2784






